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Number 2 May 2013 

TAPPING IN TO AMPHIBIAN CONSERVATION 

Dear Friends, Colleagues and Supporters, 

Following the small interruption of a new tadpole to Team Tarrant on 

Valentine’s Day (left), The EWT-Threatened Amphibian Programme is 

up and hopping again, with some exciting new developments on the 

cards.  

NEWS 

March and April seemed to be the month that people wanted to hear 

all about frogs. Between 13 March and the end of April I gave five talks 

to various interest groups, workshops and events. Those given at the 

end of April tied in with the international Save The Frogs Day, which 

saw 269 events held in 28 countries to bring awareness to the importance and plight of frogs. 

On 13 April I visited the Crowned Eagle Conservancy in Gillitts. What a gem! Under the careful 

nurturing and management of twins, Clive and Merv George, this stretch of riverine forest has 

been rehabilitated into a fantastic green zone in the Outer West suburbs of Durban worthy of 

Conservancy status. During surveying for a proposed 4-lane highway the Endangered Kloof Frog 

was discovered here. This beautiful species lays its eggs in unique clumps above the water on 

vegetation or rocks (photographs below courtesy of Nick Evans). 
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On 30 April, I joined Cobus Theron of the EWT African Crane Conservation Programme at Penny 

Parks wetland in Kokstad to take a few local farmers and residents on a frogging expedition. 

Being quite late in the season and fairly cold, only two species were found, the Common River 

Frog, Amietia quecketti and the dainty Striped Stream Frog, Strongylopus fasciatus (below). This 

species has very long back toes to help it move quickly through grass. 

 

BULLFIGHT: Bullfrogs up against developers in Gauteng 

It’s nothing new. The Giant Bullfrog (Pyxicephalus adspersus) losing out to development in 

Gauteng. However, recently a number of major cases have been brought to my attention, in 

particular, the development of a massive housing estate and shopping centre in Rynfield, 

Benoni; and the extension of the K60 road in the Northern suburbs. These proposed 

developments threaten some of the last remaining habitat for the Bullfrog in the province. The 

species is nationally listed as a TOPS species 

(Threatened or Protected) and as such should not be 

subjected to any further habitat loss without proactive 

mitigation measures being put in place. Unfortunately 

these developers seem to have overlooked essential 

steps in the EIA process. It is hoped that with continued 

pressure from local residents, businesses and media, the 

wetland areas that fall within the proposed development 

sites are afforded some protection.   

A really positive example of how Bullfrog habitat can be 

effectively protected is that of the Total Petroport N14 

Biodiversity Park, which manages grassland habitat and 

water bodies to ensure continued ecosystem integrity. I 

visited the Biodiversity Park on 8 May, and was very 

impressed with how Total have preserved the landscape  

surrounding the Petroport to the benefit of not only 

Bullfrogs (right). 
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PROJECT UPDATES 

The Threatened Amphibian Programme has initially prioritised conservation projects for two of 

South Africa’s Critically Endangered frogs: 

1)  The Pickersgill’s Reed Frog Recovery Project  

The Pickersgill’s Reed Frog Recovery Project aims to secure habitat for this Critically 

Endangered species through stakeholder agreements such as Biodiversity Stewardship; guide 

habitat rehabilitation and restoration; guide potential translocations and re-introductions; and 

provide input into the ex-situ (captive breeding) programme for this species. Activities include 

implementation of a long-term monitoring protocol; developing a Biodiversity Management 

Plan with all relevant stakeholders; surveys of additional sites for potential populations; genetic 

analysis to determine whether habitat fragmentation has had any effect on gene flow between 

populations; and, raising public awareness about the importance of frogs. 

 

The Biodiversity Management Plan is currently underway, with a stakeholder workshop 

planned for early September (date to be confirmed). A monitoring protocol for all of KwaZulu-

Natal’s threatened frog species, including Pickersgill’s Reed Frog has been submitted to 

Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife, for implementation at the end of 2013.  

 

On 8 May I visited the new Pickersgill’s Reed Frog breeding facility at the Pretoria Zoo (below). 

Ten individuals, of a total of 30, from the Johannesburg Zoo that were collected in Durban in 

January 2012 were transferred to Pretoria last month. The programme aims to establish 

husbandry protocols for breeding Pickersgill’s Reed frog in captivity. The EWT-TAP looks 

forward to formalizing partnerships with the National Zoological Gardens, Johannesburg Zoo 

and uShaka Marine World in the near future. 

 

 
 

Through continued engagement with various stake-holders, land-owners and consultants 

working in the KwaZulu-Natal coastal region, new opportunities for monitoring and research 

are currently being investigated, including with Simbithi Eco-Estate near Balito, where a small 

population of Pickersgill’s Reed Frog was confirmed in January. 
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2) The Threatened Hogsback Frogs Project  

In collaboration with the EWT’s Source to Sea Programme, funding has been secured through 

Rand Merchant Bank for the Amathole Freshwater Species Conservation Project, which will be 

looking at the entire catchment area and species of concern therein. This project will allow for 

the placement of a Field Officer in the Eastern Cape to assist with surveys for the Critically 

Endangered Amathole Toad and Endangered Hogsback Frog. These surveys will be guided, in 

part, by ecological niche modelling which will be finalised before the beginning of the breeding 

season. 

PARTNERSHIPS 

Many thanks to our donors, the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund, Columbus Zoo, and most 

recently the Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund for their support of this new 

programme. We look forward to building many additional partnerships in 2013. An exciting 

prospect of formalising partnerships with the Amphibian Survival Alliance (ASA) and 

Amphibian Specialist Group (ASG) will help ensure continued growth of the Threatened 

Amphibian Programme. Research aspects of the programme projects will be done in 

collaboration with North-West University, Potchefstroom Campus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best regards, 

Jeanne 
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To get involved or find out more, please contact: 

 

Dr. Jeanne Tarrant  

Manager: Threatened Amphibian Programme Manager 

Endangered Wildlife Trust  

Hillcrest, KwaZulu-Natal 

Email: jeannet@ewt.org.za 

W + 27 31 7655471 | C + 27 83 254 9563  

http://www.ewt.org.za/programmes/ACP/acp.html  

 

Or 

 

Nicola King 

Head of Conservation Funding 

Endangered Wildlife Trust 

Building K2, Pinelands Office Park, Ardeer Road, Modderfontein, 1609, South Africa 

Post Bag X11, Modderfontein, 1645, Johannesburg, South Africa 

Email: nicolak@ewt.org.za 

W + 27 11 372 3600 | Ext 44 | F + 27 11 608 4682 | C + 27 83 389 9998 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/jeannet/Documents/EWT/Media/TAP%20Newsletter/jeannet@ewt.org.za
http://www.ewt.org.za/programmes/ACP/acp.html
mailto:nicolak@ewt.org.za

