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The 2018 Cape Parrot Big Birding Day (CPBBD) marked its 21st year 
and was dedicated to the late Olaf Wirminghaus whose PhD work on the 
Cape Parrot in the 1990s was the catalyst for the annual counts.   

The  counts are special because there are relatively few long-term bio-
logical projects involving volunteers in southern Africa. Over these 21 years 
there have been numerous volunteers with many participating regularly. This 
initiative is people driven so without these volunteers we would not have the 
valuable information about Cape Parrot population and distribution that we 
currently do. A big thank you to all who have participated over the years!  

This year the Cape Parrot census was highlighted on national television 
news showing the importance of a bird unique to South Africa and needing 
protection in our “own backyard”. It also highlighted the importance of the 
forest patches where these birds occur. (See https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=N9eejJD0oBM or Google ‘Scientists hope the 2018 Cape Parrot cen-
sus yields good results’).  

A South African endemic parrot is special and it is a beautiful and charis-
matic bird. We can truly be proud of it’s uniqueness and appreciate the rarity. 
With the Woolworths shopping bags last year and the parrot count featured 
on television this year, awareness about the Cape Parrot is spreading across 
the country which will help highlight the plight of this species.  
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UKZN student volunteers for Cape Parrot Big Birding Day 2018 

UKZN 2018 Parrot Count 
Each year students volunteers from the University of KwaZulu-Natal assist in 

monitoring the forests around Ingeli in southern KZN for the Cape Parrot count. This 

year we accompanied a two person film crew up to the Empasheni forest on Saturday 

afternoon. The area had some floods in the weeks prior to the count so we had to 

drive an alternate route to get to site. When at site we wanted to stay realistic so we 

had explained and reiterated that there is a chance we will not even see any parrots let 

alone a sighting that would look good on camera.  

After an hour or two of hearing the few first parrots of the count, to our surprise 

we witnessed 23 individuals fly out from the forest, circle in the valley in front of us and 

then fly east. It was a spectacular sighting, all of which was caught on camera and part of 

it can be seen in the video that was broadcast on SABC News (See https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=N9eejJD0oBM or Google ‘Scientists hope the 2018 Cape Parrot census 

yields good results’). We were very lucky and it was more than we hoped for. 
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 August this year was the 27th International Ornithological Congress (IOC) held in Vancou-

ver, British Columbia, Canada. The Congress has occurred every four years since 1884 and is con-

sidered the oldest and most prestigious meetings for bird scientists.  This year at the conference, 

various interest groups met, such as the International Ornithological Union Working Group Psittaci-

formes. The group is an international network of researchers working to establish, promote and co-

ordinate research projects on globally endangered Psittaciformes.  

 At this conference meeting they discussed: past successes and future plans for collaborative 

work; their research priorities for the next four years; regional conservation plans and strategies; 

ways to encourage more participation and collaboration from under represented regions such as 

South-East Asia, China, the Indian sub-continent and the Middle East; and elected the next Secretary 

of the group. The meeting also hosted a Psittaciformes Reintroduction Workshop which covered a 

variety of topics including: the potential genetic risks in reintroduction programs; sources, training 

and challenges of candidates for release; training and monitoring of post-released individuals; and 

overcoming challenges of reintroductions.    

 Other interesting events at the conference included a new initiative, the Vancouver Interna-

tional Bird Festival (VIBF) launched together with the congress. It aimed to promote a love of nature 

and birds by engaging the public with the plan of becoming an annual event. Also Artists for Conser-

vation held a festival for the conference exhibiting artwork inspired by birds from various artists 

across the world. Many of these prints can be purchased (see www.ArtistsForConservation.org/

festival).  

 The next International Ornithological Congress will be held in Melbourne, Australia in 2022.   
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 The CPBBD was held on 5th and 6th May this year. The areas of South Africa cov-

ered by the count included the Eastern Cape, KZN and Limpopo Provinces where Cape 

Parrots occur. This year at least 174 volunteers, fewer than last year, were posted at 78 lo-

calities in the three provinces. Despite the poor weather on one of the days in many are-

as, at least 1432 parrots were seen during the afternoon count while 1294 were seen the 

following morning. The maximum number of Cape Parrots counted was 523 in KZN, 390 

in the former Transkei, 469 in the Eastern Cape, and 71 in Limpopo Province. This suggests 

that there were at least 1453 Cape Parrots in the wild on the CPBBD in 2018. This is low-

er than 2017 but similar to previous years likely due to some localities not been covered 

rather than actual declines. On the Sunday the parrots were observed at 75% of localities 

while on the Saturday at 81% of localities.  

 Several observers commented that it was probably the warmest CPBBD and sever-

al reported that the parrots been ‘quieter’ than normal. Cape Parrots are generally very 

active on cooler, misty days.  
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Cape Parrot Big Birding Day 2018 


