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The Hobbiton Legacy goes back to 1945

  
Hobbiton has a special legacy in the Eastern Cape. The 1st group of Hobbiton campers in December

1945 were so excited and travelled from East London by train to Alice and then by lorry; later,
Hobbiton became so popular that a smart new bus was donated to fetch children from East London

– anyone recognise anybody? We hope to renew contact with those who have come before.

This is our 3rd Jubilee Newsletter in the build-up to our Jubilee (1945-2020). Thank you for the 
positive responses received from the Newsletters sent out on 16 October and 5 November 2018. 
Our Centre Managers have made special efforts to reach wider contacts and have found major 
goodwill. Many would like to contribute so that future generations will benefit as has happened in 
the past. For those who would like to contribute financially we have set aside a separate Jubilee 
bank column. Please help us grow this project. Please make suggestions and contributions by writing
to our secretary Nell at hobbitons@telkomsa.net  .

Make a Donation or Buy Hobbiton History
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Donations and Pledges may be started 
now for the Jubilee 

celebrations in 2020: 
Account name - 

Hobbiton Association
First National Bank 

Branch Code – 220 221
Account No – 52 12 

12 62 879; Reference Jubilee

                         
 

Hobbiton still offers a Holiday in Heaven where dreams come true 

  
The children enjoyed ‘Go Green’; the challenges of testing oneself within groups require courage and

determination and teamwork

Our Underprivileged Camp was successfully held for a week in December last year. The children 
learned to overcome their fears and work together but more importantly they were supported by 
our team to grow. The groups all had to put on a play and act in front of an audience through which 
they developed self confidence. They needed to be well behaved, concentrate and be brave. The 
plays focused on our responsibility to nature and through the script the children were made aware 
of the effect we have on our natural environment and our responsibility to the world around us. The
plays produced joy, fun and laughter!  The 120 children were selected from the Children's Homes 
and Places of safety from Grahamstown, East London and Hogsback. During the camp the children 
participated in our outdoor education activities eg hikes, ropes course, abseiling, trapeze jumps, 
orienteering, as well as the Bright Light Project which included theatre, dance, arts and crafts, baking
and tree planting. Imagine the impact on these children by coming into contact with positive young 
volunteers and having experiences of joy and freedom, nature and exercise, culture and respect.   
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Hobbiton: an educational inspiration for the youg and old

  
Many schools have an annual week-end at Hobbiton. Stirling is one of the loyal schools whose

learners enjoy the facilities, learn leadership skills and are inspired by Hogsback Nature

Our Hobbiton Staffs are Committed

Our staffs are motivated and ready for visitors. They have experience and commitment, youth and 
enthusiasm to make visitors’ stay at Hobbiton an experience never to be forgotten. Most who come 
for a holiday stay spiritually for a lifetime of inspiring memories.

  
Alicia helps a nervous child down from the abseiling tower;the under privileged campers on top of

Tordoone

Hero: Alicia Williams joined Hobbiton in 2001 and, after volunteering for 6 months, was employed 
as an Instructor.  She grew up in Zimbabwe and has always enjoyed the outdoors.  As a school pupil 
she loved being on the hockey field and was proud to play for the Zimbabwean team. Her passion is 
working with children and assisting volunteer instructors to grow through activities and the natural 
setting of our centres.  One of her dreams has always been to climb Mount Kilimanjaro. She 
discussed this with one of our German Volunteer Instructors, Felix.  On returning to Germany, he 
invited Alicia to join his family in the challenge this year in June. She is currently training for this 
expedition. 
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Josh Paton – 20 years of  Hobbiton leadership!    After 20 years of  leadership of  Hobbiton, Josh
wrote, 
As I enjoy the great weather and the shrieking and laughter all about me on this awesome UPC (in
December 2018), I have to reflect that it is 20 years ago that on the same type of December UPC,
taking similar children, doing similar activities that we had the tornado. Which resulted in losing 4
lives at Hobbiton and devastated the grounds and buildings. It is interesting to think that most of our
27 volunteer Instructors were not yet conceived and of the present staff, only John Madondile and I
were at Hobbiton.
Since that occurrence we have had in the region of 4 000 children on these camps without a single
serious mishap and a whole bunch of long-lasting positive encounters and joy. We are confident that
we will have many more.

Developments at Fairewood are the builing of a swimming pool that will be donated. The Jubilee
project will  complete the development (the rooms and seats,  etc)  for about R15 000 -  R20 000.
Instructor Tim has worked for us for 6 months and has now left to enroll at Rhodes. He worked
diligently  and  was  a  great  member  of  the  team.  Instructor  Jerry,  a  South  African  volunteer  in
Grahamstown  is always willing to do whatever work needs doing. 

Hobbiton  has  been  acknowledged  by  The  President's  Award  as  being  the  official  Eastern  Cape
(Grahamstown District) service provider, especially with regard to hikes. There is a photo of a group
from various backgrounds including highly marginalized children on a Bronze hike. The marginalized
children get sponsored.

    
Fairewood activities in Grahamstown/Makhanda with Tim climbing the 12m abseiling tower and an

outdoor climb

Appeal for Help with our Fund-raising Project

We appeal for support in our major fund-rasing project in order to raise finances for Jubilee 
celebrations and to build further facilities. Hobbiton has been privileged to be served by Service 
Clubs, schools, churches and individuals from the whole Eastern Cape and beyond, all of whom have 
enriched the lives of thousands of youngsters.

Fund-raising: Hobbiton will be holding a Mountain Bike Challenge on the 14th December 2019.
 Three routes will be available with distances of 5 km, 15 km and 45 km. 

Hobbiton Mountain Bike Challenge - Nowhere else in South Africa will you be afforded a more iconic
ride than in Hogsback. Hug the dramatic dolerite rock faces of the three mountains before dipping 
into the cool indigenous forest filled with squawking Cape Parrots and then ascend onto plateaus of 
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vast grasslands dotted with scented pine trees before the final descent of magical forest and 
streams back to Hobbiton and the screeching audience of Samango monkeys. 

This event will be a fund raiser for our new ropes course, which will be opened during our 75th year 
Jubilee in 2020.

For more information contact Hobbiton - hobbitons@telkomsa.net

The children in December 2018 were motivated by the young volunteers to ‘dig deeper’

Thank you for your interest and support
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