
HOGSBACK WATER CRISIS MEETING
THURSDAY 21ST MARCH 2019 5:30 at KINGS LODGE

WELCOME: Mike thanked all for the excellent attendance (approx. 70)

APOLOGIES: The Walkers, Elsa Steyn, Nutwoods, Hobbiton, Liz Thomas, Willats, Wicks, Osners, Nick
de Wet.

REASON FOR THE MEETING:
Mike explained that once he was made aware of the crisis, due to the pics posted on social media, he
made a phone call and luckily got the right person who came here on Wednesday. Following an onsite
inspection by Mike and Mr Labeeb Fredericks from ADM, an impromptu meeting was held with Lyn Winn
and the Newman’s present.
Mr Fredericks acknowledged that Hogsback was facing a water crisis and that water restrictions would be
implemented as a matter of urgency. He also said that there was no money available for repairs to the
dam wall and that there was no money to send water tankers to Hogsback but that he had put in a
requisition  for  an  automatic  valve  at  the  pump  station  below  Corrieglass.  He  stressed  that  all  the
residents of Hogsback would have to implement immediate water saving measures.

Mike  then  phoned  Mr  Stephan  Nash,  the  water  engineer  at  ADM.  Mr  Nash  explained  that  water
restrictions during certain times would not be feasible due to the slope of Hogsback as the lower-lying
areas would receive water whereas the higher areas would in all likelihood not receive any. What would
be implemented would be to reduce the water output from the pump station and once the allocated output
was reached there would be no more water  available until  the following day.  As he is on leave,  he
couldn’t provide the exact figures regarding our present consumption and what it would be restricted to.

As a thumb suck the dam water level is approximately 20% but the sump is 2 metres above the bottom.

IMMEDIATE SOLUTIONS
We have to copy what Cape Town did to reduce consumption –

 The hospitality industry removed all bath plugs where there was a shower available.

 Guests encouraged to let it mellow if it’s yellow….

 A plastic in the shower to catch the clean water, which could be used elsewhere.

 No washing of cars or watering of gardens. Wash dishes once a day, wear clothes more than
once, turn off the tap when washing teeth, don’t let the shower run the whole time while washing.

 Read your water meter regularly. Both to monitor consumption and to check for water leaks.

 Fix water leaks. Incidentally, the water running down the road from the Arminel, is not a leak, but
a spring.

 Educate your guests and staff.
Mike and Chris from Forestry carried out an onsite inspection of the area around the dam earlier in the
day and went to the water source which was pretty overgrown with even trees in the water way. Forestry
has already dispatched a cleanup team. And should there be a fire in a plantation, they will not take water
out of the dam to fight fires. Schenk’s will  also come on board and assist where possible. They are
looking at the feasibility of bringing in a grader to clean and deepen the dam.

FROM THE FLOOR
Q What is going to be done about the leak?
A There are cracks in the bedrock and ADM have no money to carry out repairs at present. We

need to drastically reduce our consumption. 
Q Water is a basic human right. It is wonderful to have meetings but meetings alone won’t solve the

problem.
A ADM have asked for all minutes of our meetings. That is also why our crisis is falling under the

umbrella of the CPF.
Q Could we not ask Paul Hoffman to assist us?



A Government is scared of his expertise and will just give us the run around eg the baboon saga. It
is much better to engage directly with ADM. At this stage, I don’t want to commit myself too much
to Government feedback received.

Q What consumption are we going to aim for?
A We must follow the example of PE and CT ie 50l per person per day
Q What about the taps left running at the chapel and VIC?
A With  a  donation  by  the  CPF  and  HRU,  we  will  install  ball  valves  to  the  taps  so  they  will

automatically shut off.
Q How does loadshedding affect our water supply?
A It doesn’t appear to affect it.
Q What about posters in the village and the venues?
A (As of Friday – Jikani have donated a sign board to be erected at the entrance to the village and

Mike will be seeing John Tidy regarding the content).

IN CONCLUSION:
Quite a few of us have our own water supply but springs can dry up and the dam will not be able to cope 

with the additional burden. It was designed to supply 260 formal units and 200 informal ones and 
we have far exceeded those numbers. Everyone needs to conserve water.

I am not going to do this on my own. The community must care and we must all work together. 

Josef expressed his thanks to Mike for all the hard work carried out thus far and which was endorsed by 
the community.

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 6:30.

…………………………………………………….
Mike Mullins, Chair Community Police Forum


