
4  th   Hobbiton Jubilee Newsletter, 5 April 2019
Our 4th Hobbiton Jubilee Newsletter will reach a growing readership excited about the upcoming 
celebration at the two Hobbiton campuses in 2020, next year. This 4 th edition further highlights 
some of the unique, exciting and life-changing experiences that occur at Hobbiton. Please show your
support through personal donations and visits, and sending school and adventure groups to 
experience for themselves what is on offer.   

Inspiring Stories from Hobbiton

We are so proud of Nhlaka who at the beginning of Grade 4 was diagnosed with a brain tumour. 
After a two year battle he returned to Grade 6 at St Andrew's Prep. Six months ago he could not 
walk unaided but, during his stay at Hobbiton, he showed courage and strength hiking, zip wiring 
and abseiling. Nhlaka, wow what a spirit of determination!

    
Nhlaka shows courage and determination; These children grew in confidence by testing themselves

in these life-changing moments

Team-Building for Instructors and Volunteers
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Manezi organised a fun-bowls team building session for the instructors and volunteers in April. There
were a number of highlights and potential Olympic bowlers emerged!

Novel inspired by the values and volunteers at Hobbiton

Russell Bradfield spent a a worthwhile career teaching English in the Eastern Cape. Inspired by his 
experiences in supervising outdoor leadership camps from Hudson Park at Hobbiton, he has written 
a novel centred on volunteers at Hobbiton who search for identity and purpose. He has named the 
novel, Shadows and Sky.   The blurb explains, ‘Thandi, young and lovely, Xhosa daughter of a church 
pastor and product of a good school. Mark, tall and charming, son of a white farmer. They meet as 
volunteers at Hobbiton-on-Hogsback, an adventure centre for young people in the Amathole 
Mountains. 

‘Their desire to explore new boundaries soon takes them into the forest in the beautiful Tyume Valley
below Hobbiton. There, they stumble across a brutal discovery which plunges them into a world that,
unknown to them, has shaped both their lives. The longest and most bitter liberation struggle in 
Africa emerges from the darkness and into their world: warriors and prophets, soldiers and 
missionaries. 

‘The beauty of Hogsback, the children who come to Hobbiton for a holiday and the volunteers who 
work with them become the setting of a troubling search for identity and purpose. Two young South 
Africans grapple with choices and complex challenges ahead.’

          
  

Fundraising

                         
 Hobbiton still offers a Holiday in Heaven where dreams come true 

Fairewood offers so many opportunities
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Fairewood Conference Centre; facilities that test teamwork and oneself against oneself; Fairewood
Game Reserve has beautiful game like this Blesbok with its young

Fairewood Experiences

Sunrise over the Fairewood Game reserve

  
Fairewood TPA sponsored 31km walk; Rotary Youth Leadership camp 2019
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Fairewood first Allan Gray sponsored adult clamber wall camp; Home of Joy orphanage fun-day

Hobbiton Fund-raiser, an MTB Cycle Race to be held on 14 December 2019

The major fund- raising event for the Hobbiton Jubilee celebrations is the MTB cycle race. Entries 
may be sent through from enthusiasts and institutions in April. We appeal for sponsorships as well. 

In celebrating Hobbiton’s 75 year Jubilee in 2020, a weekend of festivities will be hosted which will 
include the opening of a new Middle Ropes Course at Hogsback. This event will generate funds to 
build this new course. This course will assist with teaching children to understand the need for team 
work and enable them to practise working together.

The race will include a 5km Fun Ride, 15km and 45km routes hugging the dolerite rock faces of the 
iconic three Hogsback Mountains. The longer route will take riders through normally restricted areas
of indigenous forest filled with squawking Cape Parrots (endangered), up onto vast grasslands, and 
then through cool pine plantations before descending back towards Hobbiton and more magical 
forest and waterfalls to the cheers of Samango monkeys! The 45km race is hoping to attract at least 
200 riders and their families, the other races will be a bonus but no less important or fun. 

Please support by making sponsorships or by entering. Entry forms for Bike race 14 December 2019 
are available on the Hobbiton webpage. Please write to our secretary Nell at 
hobbitons@telkomsa.net  .

Make a Donation or Buy the Hobbiton History for R70
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Donations and Pledges may be started 

now for the Jubilee celebrations in 2020: 

Account name - Hobbiton Association

First National Bank Branch Code – 220 221

Account No – 52 12 12 62 879; Reference Jubilee

Thank you for your interest and support
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