
8  th     Hobbiton Jubilee Newsletter, 10  th   December 2019  
Our final Jubilee Newsletter of 2019 reports three significant items of news: 1 Hobbiton has a new leader
who has been a member of the team for two decades; 2 the excitement of the underprivileged children’s

camp; and 3 the fundraiser to prepare us for our Jubilee celebrations next year. We wish our supporters and
staff a blessed Christmas and hope that you can join our 75th Jubilee celebrations. 

Congratulations, Tonya Serfontein-
Burton 

Tonya is the committed, positive new leader of 
Hobbiton. She has experienced Hobbiton at all 
levels for nearly two decades. The Board has 
unanimous support in her and looks forward to 
the Hobbiton family flourishing under her 
leadership. And so this iconic Association that 
empowers so many looks to the future with 
much confidence.

Hobbiton’s Under-Privileged 
Children’s Camp

At 9am on the 5th December 44 East London 
children climbed onto taxis to start their holiday 
adventure in the Hogsback Mountains. Upon 
arrival they were joined by 6 Hogsback children 
and took a walk along Swallowtail Waterfall to 
view the freshly blooming flowers and the small 
waterfalls on route towards to cliff edge with the 
view of the valley below the falls and Alice in the 
far distance. 

After afternoon tea the children were divided 
into groups of 8 people each and played name 
learning and ice breaking games which was 
followed by free time and gave them an 
opportunity to play soccer, play on the swings 
and slide and just enjoy the outdoors in the 
sunny weather. Supper of roast chicken and 
vegetables with canned fruit and custard for 
pudding was followed by half the children going 
on a night hike and the other playing games in 
the hall. After a cup of hot chocolate and 
receiving their toiletry bags they were off to bed. 
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Friday morning started with an early morning 
swim, which for most of the children was filled 
with trepidation as the water seemed cool and 
the fear of swimming a bit daunting, once they 
had all walked across the breadth of the pool 
they were offer the option of free swimming. It is
always surprising to see that once they realise 
that they are safe they begin to enjoy the time in 
the pool. 
A breakfast of porridge followed by yummy 
sausage and scrambled egg and then off to clean 
the dormitories and make their beds. 

All the children then hiked down to Madonna & 
Child waterfall through our Hogsback’s 
indigenous forest for a lesson about the 
environment and to enjoy the beauty of nature. 
After juice and biscuits, they learnt about teams 
and how to build these during our middle ropes 
course and group dynamic activities. 

We still have two days of fun developmental 
activities for these children. These will include 
personal development activities such as abseiling 
on our 9 m tower, trapeze jump, zip wire, 
climbing walls and Jacob’s Ladder. They are also 
working in their teams to secure points towards 
their camp t-shirt and will be presented with a 
Christmas present upon departure.  It is such 
investment in the future of our children and 
country which is at the heart of Hobbiton.

The December Under Privileged Children’s Camp,
Dressed in celebration of the Springboks win

Mountain Bike Race on Saturday 

Hobbiton will be holding a fund-raising bike race 
on Saturday 14th December 2019. The distances 
are 17 km and 40 km with a 5 km fun ride. We 
look forward to a day of festivities and hope all 
who can, will join in. 

For further information please email, 
hobbitons@telkomsa.net.

Thank you for your support.

Season’s Greetings from the Staff and
Board of Hobbiton. 
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